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A  H U G E  T H A N K  Y O U

FROM OUR FOUNDER

Erin

Lauren and I have just returned from a trip to Kenya, where we met 2 of our RISE fellows, Branice and Susan. This is a
trip we never thought possible, when we were first forming RISE in the middle of the pandemic. Yet, here we are, two and
a half years later, continuing this work only because of your belief in us. As travel slowly becomes more of a possibility,

it's been an honor to meet with the incredible women you have helped support and hear the stories of how they've made
their communities healthier and safer.

 
This year we've supported female entrepreneurs across India, Nepal, Indonesia, Zimbabwe and Kenya. Through their
fellowships, 15,310 families have been provided with clean water, over 150,000 bars of soap have been distributed and

more than 5,000 women have received reusable menstrual products enabling them to manage their periods safely. We
also continued our long-term emergency support in Haiti, Nigeria, and right here in the US, supporting female refugees

from Afghanistan. 
 

On behalf of the women and communities you've supported, I want to say the biggest thank you. To our board
members, our monthly donors, our RISE 100 members and our corporate sponsors, we are just so grateful for your

financial support and encouragement. It has never been harder to do this work, and yet we were able to do it, thanks to
you.

 
With immense gratitude for each and every one of you,

 
 

@SUNDARA_FUND@SUNDARA_FUND RISE BY SUNDARA

sundarafund.org

Founder of RISE by Sundara

https://www.sundarafund.org/post/purvi-tanwani-s-rise-fellowship
https://www.sundarafund.org/post/roshani-karki-sapkota-s-rise-fellowship
https://www.sundarafund.org/post/nuha-is-providing-clean-water-for-2-000-people-a-year
https://www.sundarafund.org/post/junior-is-fighting-hygiene-poverty-in-zimbabwe
https://www.sundarafund.org/post/susan-favour-odongo-s-rise-fellowship
https://www.sundarafund.org/post/emergency-aid-in-les-cayes
https://www.sundarafund.org/post/emergency-aid-jos-nigeria-refugee-camp
https://www.sundarafund.org/post/introducing-the-arezoo-fund-for-afghan-women
https://www.facebook.com/sundarafund
https://www.instagram.com/sundara_fund/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sundara/
http://sundarafund.org/


RISE Fellows have a
transformative idea for an

initiative that will improve the 
 water, sanitation and hygiene in

their communities.
 

There is an income-generating
aspect to our fellows' initiatives
making their work financially

sustainable long term.

We support female entrepreneur
in low to middle income countries.

Through our Emergency Aid program, we assist communities across the globe who need immediate, short-term relief. We have proudly
reached over 900,000 people across the United States, Ghana, Uganda, Kenya, India, Rwanda, Nigeria, Haiti and South Africa.

E M E R G E N C Y  A I D

We provided 1,500 refugees from the Bukompe
Refugee Camp in Uganda with ceramic water purifiers,
water tanks, and funds to construct two borehole wells.

We provided 60 students from a school in Old Odunasi,
an rural village in Ghana, with immediate access to

sinks and toilets.

We distributed reusable face masks to 1000 families in
India during the government mandated lockdowns.

We distributed bars of soap to over 2800 people in
India requiring urgent access to sanitization methods

during the initial outbreak of COVID.

We provided 500 people living below the federal
poverty line in New York City with critical access to

cleaning supplies, hand-soap, toiletries, diapers, and
infant formula.

We reached nearly 3,000 people from underserved
communities in India with emergency food aid
packages during the first outbreak of COVID.

Learn more about our full impact here

RISE by Sundara searches the world to invest in the best and brightest female social entrepreneurs working in water, sanitation and
hygiene. Each RISE fellow receives thousands of dollars of seed funding, mentorship and business resources from experts and coaches. 

A B O U T  R I S E  B Y  S U N D A R A

@SUNDARA_FUND@SUNDARA_FUND RISE BY SUNDARA

https://www.sundarafund.org/rise-by-sundara
https://www.facebook.com/sundarafund
https://www.instagram.com/sundara_fund/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sundara/


COVID EMERGENCY AID We partnered with local NGOs to provide emergency aid responses across India to
provide urgent support for communities affected by the coronavirus pandemic. 

TOTAL
LIVES IMPACTED THIS YEAR

REGIONS ACROSS INDIA
WHERE EMERGENCY AID

RESPONSE PROGRAMS WERE
CONDUCTED 

8 4,300
PEOPLE RECEIVED ACCESS
TO EMERGENCY MEDICAL

CARE AND OXYGEN

150,0002,500
MONTHLY RATIONS OF

FOOD AND HYGIENE
PRODUCTS PROVIDED

2022 RISE COHORT

J U N I O R ,  Z I M B A B W E P U R V I , I N D I A  B R A N I C E ,  K E N Y A  
Through becoming a RISE Fellow, Junior has
been able to install two hygiene banks next to
boreholes to support underserved communities
in Zimbabwe. Junior's work enables thousands
of marginalized families to access affordable
soap, supporting them to prevent illnesses. 

In India, 80% of women report using rags, sand,
ash, leaves or hay to manage their periods.
These methods are ineffective and unsanitary
which cause infections. To combat this, Purvi is
training women on the Indo-Bangladesh border
to make and sell reusable cloth sanitary pads. 

Becoming a RISE Fellow has enabled Branice to
provide full-time employment for 12 women,
enable six communities to purchase soap and
has created a sustainable self-sustaining
enterprise that will allow her community to
prevent illnesses for many years to come.

R O S H A N I ,  N E P A L S U S A N , K E N Y A  N U H A ,  I N D O N E S I A  
Before becoming a RISE Fellow, Roshani 's
organization was reliant on international
donations to fund their work. Through joining
RISE, Roshani has adopted an income
generating model which will support her
organization's sustainability and has increased
access to menstural hygiene supplies in Nepal. 

Susan started a soap making initiative to
support her community to wash their hands
during the coronavirus pandemic. By becoming
a RISE Fellow, Susan has scaled her business to
employ 50 women who have sold over 400
litres of homemade soap to low-income
families. 

Nuha designed the SandBank water filter which
removes metal ions from polluted water found
in the mining communities of Bangka,
Indonesia. Nuha has used the seed-funding
RISE gave her to manufacture more filters and
is working with her RISE mentors to scale her
start-up. 



S U S A N ,  K E N Y A J U N I O R ,  Z I M B A B W EP U R V I ,  I N D I A

R O S H A N I ,  N E P A L

W e  s e t  a  g o a l  t o  p r o d u c e  2 , 0 0 0  u n i t s  o f
r e u s a b l e  p a d s  b y  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s  y e a r .

H o w e v e r ,  w e  m a n a g e d  t o  a c h i e v e  t h i s  w i t h i n
t h e  f i r s t  f o u r  m o n t h s  o f  o u r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .

 
 I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  e v e r y o n e  w h o  h a s

s u p p o r t e d  t h e  R I S E  F e l l o w s h i p .

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s a y  a  s p e c i a l  t h a n k  y o u  t o
a l l  o f  t h e  m e n t o r s  a n d  d o n o r s  w h o  h a v e
s u p p o r t e d  m y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e

R I S E  F e l l o w s h i p .  I  a m  g r a t e f u l  f o r  a l l  o f  t h e
k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  I  h a v e  l e a r n e d  a n d  f o r  t h e
a d v i c e  t h r o u g h  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  t h a t  I  h a v e

f a c e d .  

N U H A ,  I N D O N E S I A

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  b e l i e v i n g  i n  o u r  v i s i o n  a n d  f o r
m a k i n g  o u r  w o r k  p o s s i b l e .  W e  c o u l d n ’ t  h a v e

d o n e  i t  w i t h o u t  y o u .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  p a r t n e r i n g
w i t h  u s  i n  m a k i n g  t h i s  w o r l d  a  s a f e r  p l a c e .

R I S E  h a s  h e l d  m y  h a n d  a n d  g u i d e d  m e
t h r o u g h  t h e  p a s t  6  m o n t h s .

 
I  a m  s o  a p p r e c i a t i v e  o f  t h e  w o n d e r f u l
m e n t o r s ,  d o n o r s  a n d  t o  t h e  a m a z i n g

S u n d a r a  t e a m  f o r  a l l  o f  t h e i r  s u p p o r t .  T h e
R I S E  f a m i l y  h a s  c h a n g e d  m y  l i f e  a n d  h a s

i m p a c t e d  m y  w h o l e  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  I  w i l l  b e
f o r e v e r  g r a t e f u l !

B R A N I C E ,  K E N Y A

I  r e a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  e n d l e s s  a m o u n t  o f
w o r k  t h a t  h a s  g o n e  i n t o  s u p p o r t i n g  m y

i n i t i a t i v e .  I  c a n n o t  e x p r e s s  m y  g r a t i t u d e
e n o u g h .  

 
I  a m  i n s p i r e d  e v e r y  d a y  b y  t h e  R I S E  t e a m

a n d  I  h o p e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  t h a t  I  c a n  s u p p o r t
e a r l y - s t a g e  f e m a l e  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  u s i n g  t h e

w i s d o m  t h a t  I  h a v e  l e a r n e d .

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  e v e r y o n e  w h o  m a d e
t h e  R I S E  f e l l o w s h i p  p o s s i b l e .  M y  r e q u e s t  t o

a n y o n e  r e a d i n g  w o u l d  b e  t o  c o n t i n u e
s u p p o r t i n g  f e m a l e  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  i n  t h e
f u t u r e .  T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  t a l e n t e d  m i n d s

a c r o s s  t h e  g l o b e  w h o  h a v e  i n n o v a t i v e  a n d
t r a n s f o r m a t i v e  i d e a s ,  y e t  r e q u i r e  t h e  r i g h t
m e n t o r s h i p  a n d  s u p p o r t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t  t o

m a k e  c h a n g e  h a p p e n !

OUR RISE FELLOWS

A MESSAGE FROM 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THEIR FELLOWSHIPS HERE 

THEIR IMPACT

150,500
BARS OF SOAP DONATED

5,000
REUSABLE MENSTRUAL HYGIENE
PRODUCTS WERE DISTRIBUTED

21,110
HOURS OF EMPLOYMENT FOR WOMEN

LIVING UNDER THE POVERTY LINE 

https://www.sundarafund.org/our-blog
https://www.sundarafund.org/our-blog
https://www.sundarafund.org/our-blog


L I N D A  B U N
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I N D I A  E M E R G E N C Y  A I D  

F U N D R A I S E R S

O U R  B O A R D  M E M B E R S

E R A M  S I D D I Q U I J A M E S  C R O M P T O N S O P H I A  S U N W O O M I C H A E L  A Y A T E R I N  D O P P E L T

C A T I E  L I C A L Z IK R I S T I N  J A M B E R D I N O J E S S E  K O R N B L U T H H E A T H E R  J A C O B S

O N L I N E  A U C T I O N

RISE BY SUNDARA

We would like to  thank each of our board members who supported RISE by Sundara over the past year. 

Since May 2022, we have raised $178,869 which has supported 13 emergency aid projects and 7 RISE Fellowships. Some of
our fundraisers included:

 

W I N E  S O I R E E  W I T H  S U N D A R AG I V I N G  T U E S D A Y

https://www.instagram.com/sundara_fund/
https://www.facebook.com/sundarafund
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sundara/
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R I S E  B Y  S U N D A R A

Tena Walia

Elizabeth Hansen Maisa Mumtaz Alisha Adatia Brian Rudolph Carrie Hutchison

Philip Pradere

Leah Hoeniges David Simnick Kanika Gupta Daniel Hartman Sarah Lux-Lee

Parinieta Ahuja Sari Morgenstern Rosemary Chakko K Zabina Bhasin Max Applebaum Samantha Ganglani

Sofia Franzon Nicholas Fasano Meena Mirpuri Christi Wall

Steven Shobin

Megan Fahey

A  S P E C I A L  T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  R I S E 1 0 0  D O N O R S

A N D  O U R  C O R P O R A T E  P A R T N E R S

SoapBox Goldman Sachs Contemplation BARE SoapsGoogle Schusterman Easy Standard

RISE 100 is a group of leaders investing in the success and mentorship of women entrepreneurs who are providing life-saving public health
interventions for their communities. Our RISE 100 Members are part of a global movement to change the face of social entrepreneurship. 

We also extend our gratitude to each of our coroporate partners for their continued support.

https://www.instagram.com/sundara_fund/
https://www.facebook.com/sundarafund
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sundara/
https://www.soapboxsoaps.com/
https://www.goldmansachs.com/
https://mycontemplation.com/
https://www.bare-soaps.com/
https://www.google.org/
https://www.schusterman.org/
https://easystandard.co/

